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beat it down by the majesty of theirvaroused
ire and enlightened power. -

In contemplating the subject, labor is con-
fronted by fizures authoritatively published
by the United States ('ensus Bureau at
Washington, giving foreign and domestic
indebtedness, which we reproduce f[rom
Dradstrect’s, ag follows:

From the fgures given it appears that the debts
of the severnl divisions above enumerated, less

sinking funds, were as follows in the years 1%« and
Isw -
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The debts of the principal foreign nations in de-
tail were as follows ;
DEBRTS BY ¢ OUNTRIEA,
18%,
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veerman Empire O
oreat Britain & Jevland, 00007
Fargeey &
Italy
Japan
Mexivo %
Netherlands
Nicaragua . . - No report.
tiussia . . . BRH ERUSSH] S
spain w2 o oa s A
~weden 3
Norway
switzerfand
Eegpt . v L

These figures deal with total
very informing until we go behind them o compare
the relative ourdens of Indebtedness in the princi-

@Al countries of the world. A comparison on the
asis of indehtedness per capita shows that the bur-
den of debt falls less heavily upon the inhabitants
of the United Xtates than upon those of the princi-
pal foreign conntries. KFor example. France in Ix~
had a debt per capita of 8116.35 which it appears
does not include certain apnnuities of an unstated
but large amount. ¢:reat Britain. whose debt s de-
creasing, had an indebtedness of #37.79 per capita.
I'he debt of Russia was £0.50 per capita, that of
Austria Hungary was §70 54, that of Italy was 8§76 06,
that of Belgium 3.1, and that of the Netherlands
#1574, The: indebtedness of the United States. on
the other hand, was only $li.63 per capita. and
nearly one half of it was made up of non interest
bearing notes.  Within ten years the debt has shown
a remarkable decréase per capita, falling from .33
in 1530 to 814.62 in 15k,

What is said bere refers of course to the national
debt and not to that of the States and other local
divisions. As will be seen by reference 1o the first
table given above. the indebtedness of the States
and territoriesin the I'nited States has been reduced
from 290 ;326,645 in 1580 to $123.107,583, a decrease of
847,218,760 for the decade. The reduction per capita
bes been from $5.79 in 1850 to £356 in 1890. Part of
the reduction, however, is due to refunding in some
of the Southern States, the amount involved being
estimated at about £28,500,000. ‘the debts of the
counties show an absolute increase of over 17,800,
o) for the decade, growing from $124,105,027 in 1820
to §141,950,845 in 18%0. This increase has not, how-
ever, kept pace with the growth of population, and
as g result there bas been a decrease in the debt per
capita from $2 47 in 1830 to §2.27 in 1890. If now the .
indebtedness of the United States and of the States
aud tertitories and the counties be added together

- we get an aggregate of §1,2581,020.810 in 1590, as com-
pared with a total of £2,335,949.035 in 1880, & decrease
of over $1.000.000,000 for the decade. This is a re-
dietion of somewhat less than one-half in amount,

171120

while, owing to the change in population o the |
terfor, there has been a per capita reduction Kho‘n
Q46,0 {n I8N0 to §20.46 In 1IN0, or more than oye k.m]u[r
This decrense, it is {»olntud out, has been hrong
about malnly by voluntary taxation. It wonld f“;t

také Joug to wipe out the indebtedness of the cous
try of every kind If anything lke the sam m(frlf
reduction were kept up. As {txtands the record i
remarkable one for the United States, v

Nothing Hke it is seen In the care of any forefpm,
couutry except NSpain, which shows a ri-.mm:,‘,,
Froot SO 200,252 1 1880 Lo 81,051, 1,6 {u I~y Thee
majority of the foreign pations show an inerouse!
indebtedness for the derade.  Leaving out '\lnd;e{
man empire and Nicaragus, for which comparison.
cannot be made owing to the absence of dygures for
s, the only forelgn nat{ons showing decreased
debts Inr the ten years wre Great Britaln, lapan
Mevivo, Spain and Norway. The debt of Grecee has
more than doubled in the course of the decade
that of Switzerland has nearly doubled, while tha:
of Fgypt s about two and two-thirds times us greag
HS il WHS ten Yeams sgo. ’

We are not 80 much interested in the de- .

tails of the foregoing summary, as in the
sum totals, the $26,911,006,180.  1f this debt
is ever paid it will be paid by the surplus
earnings of labor. If we assume that this
indebtedness is at 4 per cent interest, then
labor, before it pays one cent of the princi-
pal, will pav an annual interest debt of
S1,076,445,8347.

While the reader will doubtless be inter-
ested in the figures showing foreign indebt-
edness, they will be far more concerned in
the statements showing domestic indebted-
ness,-the debt of the Republic and the debt
of the States, amounting in 1800 to 81,281,
020,540, If this indebtedness draws O per
rent interest, then labor pays $4,051.017
the first year, and whatever rednction of
the principal is recorded.

Now then, if there are those who contend

that there can be any plan devised by which.

the debt can be paid except by the surplus
wealth created by labor, now is-the time to
state it. Now is the time for the world to
know the fact.

The world is full of cranks, but not one

will be found sufficiently deriented to deny

the proposition that labor pays for all.

In view of such facts is it surprising that
labor demands so much of the wealth it
creates as to make it comfortable, respecta-
ble, independent? To this it is coming.
Labor is mustering its mind resources. La-
bor is going toschool. Labor is reading.
thinking, planning, looking forward tou
time when justice will bear sway.

Lubor is not despondent. It is hopeful.
1t is courageous. It is winning battles, and
when defeated is.not discouraged.

OxE of our correspondents remarks: ““In
reading the communication of the gentle-
man who writes from Milwankee for the B.
of L.E. Journal (pages 728 and 729 of the
August number), it occurred tome that if he
would dismiss his initials and .change the
first letter of his name from W. to F. it
would not only suit his calibre but would
be vastly more significant.” ;

[~ill]
PARENTALIBM.

The Journal of the National Ax:sot-iuliun of
Jrilway Sirgeons Bays, the question, '‘How
nall Lailways take care of their employés
« hen injured?” is one of great importance.
‘' same question used to be asked ‘“‘down
«nth” by the owners of slaves, together
wrl several othier questions in the same
e, The master, notwithstanding he was
Lways ready to buy a “pigger,” held that
{'rovidence had placed the human cbattel
siler his control—that if the nigger got
-k he ought to have a doctor; that he
aihit to have some sort of food and cloth-
ine and shelter, and a great many of these
Juasters were corscientious men, often very
religious men, who getting all the work
possible out of the “nigger,”” were solicitous
for his phyaical comforts.

They irequently 'asked, How shall we
qake care’ of. these niggers? It was a
question of “preat importapce_,” just as f:he
loimal referred to, says it is a question
oi great importance, ‘“How shall Railways
take care of their employés when injured?”

A railway employé is generally a white
ian. & sovereign citizen of the great Amer-
ican Republic. He works for wages. He
is free and independent, or opght to be.
\When his day’s work is done, his employer
has no more ¢laim upon him than he has
upon an arch angel. - How he is to be taken
care of, when, and by whom, is no more
¢oncern of the Railway corporation than
how, and upder-what conditions, a Railway
otticial shall be “‘taken care of,” is the con-
vern of the employé. ;

loes the Railway ask, How shall we take
care of our President, Vice President, Gen-
eral Mapager, and 8o on? Not at all. They
pay such men salaries sufficient to enable
them to take care of themselves, and thisis
inst what should be done for the pther em-
ployés of the-Railway. . - -

If an employé gets injured in the line of
his duty, then, in that case, there should
be a question of pay—not give, nor charity
and the question, “How can we take care
oi our employés” should be answered by
paying them sufficient wages to enable them
10 take care of themselves. If they are to-
tally disabled, pay such damages asare just,
and not attempt to evade responsibility. as
is now the unive: ractice. Ehg
s we write we bave a sample caseln
mind, where an engineer was disabled from
ever running an engine again. A clearer
case for damages was never presented in
(ourt, but the victim-could not so much a8
wet into Court. The railway officials fought
him at every step, and finally, standing
upon the threshold of the Court, he was
told to limp his way through’ life. There
was no law for the course pursued by the
lailway and the Court; simply some anti-
(uated” decisions, made before man Wwas
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redeemed from savagery, handed down
through centuries of ignorance, bigotry and
prejudice, but held to be justice in the
closing years of the nineteenth century, at
a period when the gush about the star
spangled banner, liberty and independence,
justice and right, were it water, would float
the British Navy. Such facts demonstrate
that as yet, Railway corporations are not
losing any sleep in lamentations over the
woes of their employés.

On the New York Central, the Vander-
bilts, the Webbs, Depews, ¢t al, are agitated
fearfully upon the question, “How can we
keep our employés clean?” The idea is 1o
have them bathe daily, perhaps, at small
expense, and engage in gymnpastics when
they bave a leisure hour, so as to make
themselves robust, and that the philanthro-
pists (7) may pose before -the public, and
exclaim, “See how we take care of our-em-
ployés!”” . And how long will it be before
the employés will be required to _exhibit
their wives and babies for the gratification
of Railwsy officials, that they may-exclaim,
“Look at them, and note how we take care
of our live stock ?” e i

Railways a‘ll'e nefither bltl]itpOli 1i)p_erated
upon principles of sympathy. 1t 18 pro-
vgrbiall,) thatg‘corporations are created wigh-
out souls.” Why attempt to exhibit them
with such attachments? Why attempt to
parade & corporation. before the public with-
tears in its eyes, or wearing crape Or. other .
insigna of mourning? It never grieves
with a grievance committee, nor rejoices
when the “boys” secure an advance of
wages. Itspurpose in the world is to make
money, and if it were upon honest cash:in-
vestments the world would ap}'b_laud,"but__
the corporation has one supreme idea of ex-
istence, and that is to make money. )
it does is to make money, and what it does
not do is-because if -it were done, it w-oqld.
not be a money making venture. -~ - - - -

Parentalism, deep soht;;ﬁud&fgg ‘t?eco :r;)l: '
fare of the employés on_the ‘part 0L .COTPO- -
rations, will bg credited something better
than a sham when the corporation Pays.
employés honest wages. . 1 then-toeir”

golicitude and sympathies find proper il-- .
lustration in the story of the spider to ‘the
fly. T ]

are investig ‘Bal
when annoyed, cries.: 1873
the reptile is in the first.stage
" ment towards becoming & citize
jand my Maryland” ©-
Ix Texas ‘the’ Railway Comnussy
glaghing rates- on_wheat bagging an
and workihas j.ul')slt‘begl(l)g,g:h tho i
e, if possible, en - from: e
tc;%?;l‘; state to enable farmers to:p
seed for the next crop: = .
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