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be bought or bullt, we shall review train brakes during the six months end-
what appears to be the most important ing June 1, 1898, which makes a total
of them. Many little difficulties, com- of 795,253, or 69 per cent. of the freight
mon to all mechanical development, cars, equipped with automatic couplers,
have been found In compounds, and and 511,666, or 44 per cent., equipped
inost of them overcome; but the chief with traln brakes up to June 1, 1898.
reason for the fatlure of the type to be- Of 32,408 locomotives owned June 1.
come generally popular {s that in the 1898, there are 29,175, or 90 per cent.,
earlier days the cylinder power was in- which are equipped with driving-wheel
sufficient, and the compound was not 2 brakes.

success as a factor in operation. The  There are 361,363 freight cars out
questlon of first importance in design- of 1,156,616, or 31 per cent,, that ‘are
ing a compound is to give it the abllity .still unequipped with automatic coup-
to haridle heavy tralns. When the type lers; 644,950, or 56 per cent., that are
reaches the stage of being satisfactory unequipped with train brakes, and
from an operating standpoint, it is al- 3,233, or 10 per cent., of the locomo-

most certain to be satisfactory as to tives unequipped with driving-wheel -~

economy. [The two go hand in hand. brakes, up to June I, 1898.

The present tendency in increasing x,
cylinder power is in the right direction, :
More Pooliag of Locomotives

and the result s likely to be a change
of conditions that will favor the com-  * One of the latest railroad compan-
jes,”” says December Locomotive En-

pound, and the type will probably occupy
a very prominent place in future prac- gineering, ** to adopt the pooling system
. & w of running locomotives is the Atchison,

tice.”
8 Topeka & Santa Fe, and the change
Safety Appliances. has brought much discontentment and
The Interstate Commerce Commis- resentment to the men who are de-
slon has issued a report,of the number prived of their pride of individual inter-
of cars and engines equipped with safety est in certain locomotives that have
appliancss, in accordance with the law, become objects of love and admiration.

on June 1, 1898. This is the first This change towards pooling, and there-

semi-annual report on this subject since fore divorcing the affection and interest

the meeting of last winter, when the of the enginemen from particular loco-
time was extended in which the rail- motives, is the prevailing tendency of
ways may comply with the law. railroad companies, and the enginemen

Of the 294 petitioning carriers that of the Santa Fe must fall in line with

were granted two years' additional time  as much resignation as they can mus-
We have never believed that the

to equip their freight cars and locomo- ter.
tlves with safety appliances, 283 report practice of pooling locomotives was
1,156,616 freight cars owned on June economical to railroad companies; but

1, 1898, this belng an increase of 20,- the tendency iIs in that direction, and

611 over the number so reported as no words of ours cai stem the tide.
owned on December 1, 1897. With individual engineers and firemen

There are 119938 freight cars re- assigned to certain locomotives, the

ported ejuipped with automatic coup- mileage perf
lers and 67,400 reported equipped with smaller than under

ormed by each machine is
the ﬂoomuw system;

e




