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MUST WOMAN EMANCIPATE
- HERSELF?

The great German Socialist, Debel,
in his book entitled ‘“Woman,” in-
troduces the startling statement that
woman was the first human belng to
taste bondage. And that her enslaver
was her brother, Man, |

Hebel further gays that woman can

or,
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no more expect that man will free
her than that the working class may
oxpect to bo freed by the capitallst
clnsgs,

What are women to do about the
situation? This is a question that de-
serves gserious consideration, * * *
And evidently it is receiving it from
the women themselves, There are 8,
000,000 women In the federated clubs
of the world who are seeking, flrst of
all, for self-expression. Tor woman's
right to live and work and exercise her
functions as a human belng.

Just how the women expect finaily
to attain thefr ends, perhaps they
themselves do not know. But they are
L gaining round, step by step, and s
they make ga:ns their visions and de-
mands incroage. Eventually they must
be for full and complete emancipation
—intellectual, political and ecouomic,
And working the problem out them-
gelves will give them fuller control of
their powers when their freedom fin-
ally comes. ; |

In hig “Social Revolution” Kautsky
gays that revolution is only revolution
when it “proceeds from an hitherto op-
pressed class.!” Reforms, then, may
be made by men which will alleviate
the physical condition of women, po-
litical rights may be granted them, in-
dustrial egquality may be thrust upon
them, by the sex that has held them
in bondare so long, but these would
not mean to woman. what sclf-eman-
cipation would mean. And for this
reason; tho woman who does not real-

tize her slivery, who does not work |

for its abolition, cannot use her free-
dom Intelligently when it comes to
her,

A “man’s Utopia,” & “man’s co-oper
ative commonweitith,” a “man's Social-
fsm,” might bring to woman case and
comfort, hiut not necessarily an awak-
ened social consciousness. The actual
work of the world could be done by
men and machinery. Robbed by the
factory of her old-time home employ-

\ter- | ment, and unawakened to political and
has {civie issues, woman would be reduced
heir {to a luxury, dependent through her
erty | sex upon the whimsg of men for sup-
y of iport,
- of | Such a reduction of woman to soex-
d of | parasitism would mean calamity +to
the | the social organism,
lifo. Yet there are men who, contrary
ipin, | to Bebel, insist that women keep their
the | peace until men shall obtain for them/|
but- | the ease and comforts of a better sov:
type | clety.
own-' Such argument {8 out of joint with
arily |reason. Iirst, men cannot inaugurate
3 he- |8 botter soclety except they do it in
, by |harmony with evolution, and evolution
{tieg | today means the inclusion ¢ women }!
the {in social affairs. Second, the inclus-
* the.llon of women in social affairs means
what | social consciousness, which comes only |
into { through experlence and mental awak-
nally | ening.
ure's| How essential it is, then, that women
» by larrive at this social consclousness, that |
lly o {they may help direct the affairs of the|

theiwarld, no small part of whieh will be 1
t be|the wiping out of all sex bhondage,|
wtage | both that of the “protected” woman
ation |and that of the unfortunate sister of |
at ig |[the strect.—The Progressive Woman. |
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