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a‘number of the direetors of the Dritish Embire Steel
Compaiiy werv-also direetors.on the Cinada Steam-
shi(-] Lines, . . Thig'shows a remarkably close as-
sotiation-betwien: the 1Wo companies."
~This resembles o One -Big' Combine’ with many
A, one ‘part giving orders’ but acknowledging
ne”identity s the skin. game:"” . The company
wlatined that anly * fen disgruntled employces!’ ha;l
enlled for'w Board of Enquiry, hut during:tHe inves-
tightion'it-was found hat **after the now sehedule of
wages hiad beén anitounived by the Canada Steamship
Lines, Limited. there was great dissatisfaction, and
the scamen employed by them'at Midland, Ontario,
heing menmbers of the uijon; had thrcaiéned to go on
strike, biit'ata meeting held-on the-above date (11th
April, 1921 st which there was a fair attendance of
nt Jenst geventy-five. representatives of ‘the men it
wae décided-to- waig-until a Buird of Conciliation
fused ‘een seeured in-accordance with the Aet:’* And.
what inmber of men’ did this ‘committee represent?
“*Memberstiip in-the union was investigated ‘and it
- was discovered {hat there were gome. twenty-one

5

cspecially,’’ they only sit back and say, ‘‘we don’t
acknowledge .it.”’ These “people ‘know this exists
and have known it for years, but ‘the WOrker,s"hhve
heen at their mercy and are at’their merey taday.
should a man fall sick, it was found that no medi-
cine for first aid.conld be found on these boats;*‘The

_general manager admitted the subject-having been :

negleeted.”  Of ‘course, when a sailor becomes sick

he is “‘sent to a hospital, but unless the sickness has
oecurred through the fault of the ship; the sailor is-
ohliged te pay his own hospital fee aud medieal at:
tendance.’”: - ’

‘When a member of the crew falls a victimito fever,
which: is. the:most: likely thing he. would" do; this
would niof be elassified as the fault of the ship, there-
fore he claims no compensation and pays the hospital
bill; providing he has been fortunate enough to save
a few dollars. . :Again, .when he happens to be
caught in one of the winches and ;i!angléd, the Board

- algo-finds ‘‘several cases where the seaman has met

“Iandred members-{2,100)-on-the llit in good ‘stand: -

ing.”t” Heére is.a bodyof men working under the vil

est and most “degrading Vcnndition's possible, even

under. capitalism, and_when they:-protest, the’ ack-
nowledgment x‘mm,thcrir Lhristian masters takes the
appropriate form-of lies and 1_1xi$r0;)rescixtati011 of the
#otual faets.
of adispute!’”
all for prievnnee and relicliion among these workers;

deconeies of sani
that “*there. are no haths or showers on this ship,”’

5 We don’t seknowledge the existence -
As though there was no-reason at .

when we find that they are denied even the dommon -
tary ‘accomodation, RS was found
.wien are in to.pay doctor’s bills, the Board asks *‘to

and "ofi the passenger steumers-a sharp’ inspection
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Cthe Reard < recommends that steps be taken to have

astle.will to some extent be ‘realized. when-

passengers’ conveniences

this grio\'nju:é- remedied “without delay. It :would-

appear that the idén seems fo_prevail on-many ships

that all the ventilation Hecessary. g a p@thg]g no

inteliigent study being made as to thefcircnlatiop of
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Roth. the sintelligent. study””’ and ‘the 'lgbqr to
ornte these conditions: would mean-the hiring
onns expenditure, calenlated
s~ losa s of - dividend, therefore ﬂl,e,lliij)ard'sjmcc_um-
anendations eannot e eomplied \7\'ltll\., In-making
profit, the capitalist-has very. litt.]e .thoughtrfor any-
thing. else, aud i mauy cases; if l?. were nfbt that
come tnws stand.in the:wiy reulrlylsafcgum‘-dmg the
eoptinnnnee. of the exploitation.process, ;hg rn.vg?ges
of capitatism would giveep away many more m;lhqps
black plague. Here is oné:gang that
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exposed and laat itsell to, aeeidents, in ba wea!

servation of private property. When .

\\jithfrmishépﬁa‘nd apparently- through ignorance: or

- neglect of siixiléqn’e Jhas received no redress.’’ There-

fore, it is quité'evident a case-of ‘‘heads I:win, tails
you-lose,” in any .case.ifie worker suffers. The
company, not being anxious’to report accidents. to
the Compensation Board, this-is-considered as not
heing a dangorous ocenpation and sassessed at a low
rate. 1f all accidents are reported, then the rate per
employee would be high and would ‘eat into the gen-
eral rate of profit. There’s notnuch’igrorance :at-
tached to this—just ‘““negleet,’”’ but not neglect of
dividends. o

Tiiorder to obtain some idea as.to the position these

take tlie‘wages of & wheelsman, for-example, in 1915
during- eight (8) months of “serviee on the Great
Lakes, which is the magimum period of employment

_in the year, at the seale as submitted to the Board:

he would earn $336.00 and his board for that period.
1f he were a-married man, and-a large proportion.of
these créws are married.-he would of necessity have
to support a family on this sum. .. ... The ‘Labor
Gazette’ for 1915 gives a fair cost of ordinary living
for a.small family’ as $719.16; This: means that he
would have at that time to deprive his family of what
is usually cdnsiaércd ‘as-¢ssential. He has nothing to
go on-with for a supply of clothing for himself and
family, ‘as it certainly appears that he vwas in very
bad financial .atraits and was ‘evidently underpaid.

, In 1920 the ‘heelsmanswages have been rais-
ed-up to-$850.00 for the seasom: .. .. The ‘Labor-
Gazete’ for that year shows that the cost of living
for a small-family was $1,212.12. - If will then be
seen that although his ¢ondition was improved. over
1915 he still is notin a gatisfactory fluancial shape to
meet the requirements of his family.’’

Dad as this is, with hunger staring the men in the
face, the company, not satisfied that they have wrung
the.limit out of the + disgrmntledemployee’’ ordered
a 30 per cent, reduction in wages, beginning. \'vitil_
“the season.’’ The report states: “The heavy re-
duiction in wages at the beginning of the season put
the seamen into a ‘pecuniary condition. as bad as
1915, which was. bad enough, The Board is of the
opinion that the reduction was much too sweeping,
and after careful consideration believe that a ten

(Continued .on page 3)




'ESTERN  CLARI d.’\:

lmluno’c fuilf,?l thihk he \\"nul\l be «Iogrmhng fis

letter of enqmry armng out or :
[ office to that- i)f'C\'CLutimm- :

Bemg ] reply to: a,

ln the main; your, opponent’s objections are point-
less and me[fottlml beeause: he appears to be un-
“aware of thie'issue that divides the. Materinlistic and
ldea istic schoolq of phitlosopliy. - Blse how could he,

: ,for ‘instance, raise:the particularly. poititless. objee:
tions-to-materialism,** that the term ‘material” does
Vhortiullb'\,\qfdr human ‘thought s a factor,’’ and ‘that
humian thought is not material ws material must par-
“take of matter, and matter is:only suéh ng possess.
“os weight or dilhcuqinn ! No ane has claimed thit
the'mind; or thought or iden ure material subistances,
,'xmy more (hun it-has hw-n eliiimed for niitrition. Ave
all-our-ideas, s elaimed by the Materialists. images,
“formed by the  mind, ‘of expérienced things of the
Taterial world? - Or have we ideas as claimed by the
ulenhsh whiéh -transcend -experienve, being - innate
i the: consmnhon of -our-mind and-independent of
'oxpcrlencc prnmp]eq of knowledge, the eategories
of time and space; and: canse and effect, voncepts
";'i\'h'oie trith we know bevoml: doubt intiitively; but
which weiean not -Kknow ‘by reason and annlysist In
like mauner and to-the'same effect, it is cluimed that
“fhie-knowledge of moral principles; and.of God; son]
unmortﬂxty,{rceanﬂ ote), is. knm\]mlgo which can
“only he arrived at intuitively and not by matter-of-
;Among blstorians, ~ faet readon: and analy The- dietionary- has it:
'S theory "ce“ed bt “mf “'::d";;a"" “Infuition; thé ‘poswer of the mind by which it im.
.ﬁu’;'“ "Qm thiem m“i:: m({d tely perceives; the truth of things without reu.
; - Ten. years : 50N or analysis.”’ “Thus to the Idealist there are

« Karl. Marx. Wwo. kmds of knowledge; to the Materinlist only one,
The: pomt in dispute, is; as tothe source and nature

,of snch oonceptmm ag-named;-and -thig gives acen.
“sion for-the tering Materialism'and Tdealisin heing ap.
‘phcd to thc oppoqmg qchnol«; Tj\e gllspmc is.not at
“all-as to whether:thought is a factor in the historieal
'proeess. Both “sehools atlow: for thought-as_a fae.
= tor, neither of thein dcnnng its jnfluence, least .of
:ull the Materialiets; for,:are not they, everywhere,

“ln ‘the- mlddle of! the centur\' (the 19th) two men .
ught to incorporate in their phﬂosoph) the physical basis
hich Hegel had lsnured in his’ splrldsm-—recognlslng that- -
life 18’ condmoned by an ‘environment” ‘and’ fot:an abstrac-. .
tlon t’or metaphyslcs H. T Buckle in his “History ol Civile
g 857); 'was the:first:to work ‘out ‘the-
mﬂuences of. ‘the material’ ‘world upon hlatury de‘eloplng
of ﬂlustntion the lmporlance ‘ot food, sofl
and: ‘the’ general aspect “of nature “upon the formation. of:
uociety Buckle did-_ not a8 is” generally beueved mko
these three factors: domlna!e ‘all” history: < He  distinctly
laled that the advanca of. I-}uropean clvllhatlon is chunct-
- ed by a dlmln!shing influerice of physical Jawa'and an in- -
. rea ing lnﬂuence ‘of mental laws, and 'v.ho meuure of clvi!-

preve ed them trom lttempung more than the annnlhllc
fecord n! evenu. called out a’ smrm of protest from.almost

In: iua Marx wrote of (he OUnE: Hége-
{story from natural lclence ‘and 1n-
epantlng the soul lrom (he bod)'

'V—nnt—onolwd orthodow xmmrnnm- nml that slavish
‘apothy whoee othier naime- i mental. ‘indolencet Angd
< what purpmc. mdoml “eould Marx; himself arch-

matnrmllst hn\'c lmd in view.in dovotmq his:whole

encrgnes ‘and. great ability during Ins mature life up

-t “his_death in: harness, ‘to-the: inerease. of human

'knowlodgo of thiat" vqrv “histerienl process? - And

whether your. frwnd considérs: tllc influence of Marx:
ian thought-good or evil, “he ean hardly deny: that-it

"hnn lnﬂneneed scmntlﬁc enqmrv nml theor) in th"

ln mnhoo o thnt thcorv, I

ecnlar, in not “to he found- in_any: partienlar
phrasp fnrmnla or part-of the svstem nBorin‘any one
man’sie trﬂmhons to7it. " :Tts ‘esmence-is anly to be
- found in the wholo body of it 'l’t is hardly necessary

‘i"to po'nf ont,’ enpr-ﬂn“y fii -réspect of what. is known
an the' Marxian: Schonl- 6f Seientifie: Socialism,” that
thaf dlotnm has beéen grosly:neglected, sometimes in
a *pmt ol parhznnshlp, ‘sometimes in_ignorance,
fhongh offencr through malice by reason that it takes
ismue: with orthodox toaohmgs and ‘the-old- familiar
Wi ys of thmkmg to which'we, how&'er, lmve hecome
d. “The dxctum, howevcr. hag eceived its
most mnhclous nbnse nt 'hunds mspn'(-d y privatein.

“conomic Factor” in the Materlallst
-fInterpretatlon of History

“the hated ‘who sop and miric: ngmnst thie eitadels of-

Y. and even says further, that the so- ealed

_ miterial world, distorted or sublimated by the v

ve torsmv on: the Material-:

88 " ce of any uchnol or svn' m ‘of thonght rehmous—

- in an’indepondent world of spirit, mue

terest, sueh us Marx spoke of when e spobo of 1
douin of politieal cconomy, that iy that dum.,..,
*free seientific enquiry meets not merely 1 gy
enemiecs us in all other domiiins,  The peenliar paty-

of the material it deals with summons as forg ity
the ficld-of battle the most violent, menn and gy i
nant pasiotts of the human hreast, the Pupies of Ji
vite interest.”’

On the point at issae between Materslisg ani
Tdeatism, dietionary definitions, ux 1 said, aro jnevc.
ably inadequate because of their brevity ; peve
less, any distionary will, 1 think, show that -i
pute is a8 to- which belongs priovity, thougtt, o 4,
warld of material qualities anid forees.  The dietiom.
ary hos it Tdenlism, is the doctrine that i external
prreeptions the chjcets immediately known are ide
that all veality is in its natare psyehieal. e men
In-other words, it asserts that there is a coneepss
world of the mind that is independent of the
life experiences.

Materinlism rejects the doetrine of ldealisn
taking the position that ideas are the refletiog
the materinl workl in the mind of man, and tramia.
o inte forms of thought. - Its attitude to the pros
lencof man and his place jn-noature is a naturalic
one, based on thé bioligienl seiences.  Jt asserts thy
the whole man, ns evolved from lower forms of i,
with the physical as well ts the psychical traits ns-
tive to him, his-instinctive tendeneies and api
af whatever Kind, ewmotional or mental,
come of the interaction of organism and environmets,
natural and social;  Thinking itaclf, it has been truy
stid, B8 but an outcone of the pecessity {or man o
getting out of trouble,  Ax hix insfinctive trans do
termine for him what is worth while ke as 0
driven 1o be gu active factor in his envoron
The- materinlist elaims that intelligenee 1 not tiv
original shaper. and final ecause of things, bat G
thought is but mnan's mental responge to the stimsoe
of his material envirnnment,  That mental resposs
earriea with-it, however, ax n further consouens
the franslation of thanght inte sclion amd astion mis
the faet of an adaptive adjustment, either by
forming to the conditionis of his environment of
ehanging the conditions for good or ill. ax e ot
ecome may be.

s dn

The question that hangs on the issue betwoeen “'
terintism and Ideilisin, is, nre we to depend upon i
supposed higher, innate idens, the eternal and alr
solute truths of Tdeatism for cur guidanee w the af-
fnirk of life, or, ure we to rejeet them and take oX-
perience for our guide?  Materinlism says the latter.
pternal
truthy-and veritics-of Idealigm are, after all, but 162
mental ‘réflections of humunity's expe rivnees of the

agination. * Mara) concepts are the produet of humat
assncintion; are.the outcome of n gonmnll\ felt nee
esity in finy commmnity for a rule of live and lot 1ive
being lived up to in some sort of fashion. Thos®
athers, the eoncepts of God, the soul, of frecdom aml
immiortality, have also their canges in the materie!
world, - They are attempts to escape fmm th
world of bitterexperienee by idealizing i

heen snid; the mind needs kystem and nhlmn the
known and the annrchic.  Alss, the jnsatinhle he )
of wan longs for comfort, consolation and supi”
nmula( _the evils, the opprouq.ve conditions aund fru}
trations jneidental to life in a so largely alien warl
“itherto mankind has found w hat satisfaetions 81

consolations it could hy the fictitions way of helicl
h as the fae
Dl

¢ red
It has
un-
art

tory girl may fly to, the fictitions world of the .
ess novelettes, or the “‘movie’’ show, in order fo ‘
eape for-a time the dullnesses and dread realities 0
life in_a factory town, Materialism, howevel'
for n rvigovous fucing of vealities. “So may W¢ LR
intelligence: for re-creating the world.

r(‘ll‘
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