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committeeman

counlnn poouu 'S STATEMENT,
Prossor, Wash., Juno 12, 1904,

!Edllw The Soclalist

1 do not teel vers mueh like golog
tnto an oxtendod argument, olthor as
1o my particular fitness o

avcept In
which ire in the nature of ¢leriesl

Cochalenl” work wighoult Lhe. power of
sersonal vote and-personal- domins-

.
There lhullld always be rotation in

nations! committas.
| man. @ It seems too much like
| ow old-party: bia for_offle. . The com:
j e fught to know e

or & work
[ ingclass party first, lnst and all the
time vIng been a wageworker all
my
look to no other elass to froe the Ill(l
warkers. 1 hold the position, so o
wintod by "‘l‘hl' Sm’lnlll( * “Thore l'rwlm
outslde the wi K clwss, but In sym.
pathy with ¢ ro welcome to the
ranks of thd‘ Bm‘llll!l l' rty. but they
shonlil came to ug with the full knowl
©dge that they must sink their lmme
dinte and litte capitalist class intor
oits and work for the advane nt of
rests alone, "
ther, as a safoguard of this position, |
believe that where other things are
equal n wageworker should always be
chosen as candidate and ofielal of the
Soclallst Party.

affice of the national
I8 concerned, = there
should be some way devised whereby
the members whom the committeeman
I3 supposed 10 represent may fostrict

the offices . representa
tves and political. candidaton,

In the position of
committees, mtate o
al committeemen

in office of
f the party as national secre
state wecretarles, and similar.o
foers, when the holders of ties
ficos have shown faithful and oMl
and singleminded devotion to duty,
1 favor the
witonomy possible, so far as such a
longy doca not afect tho purity of
utionary  prineiples—th
princlplon e the class struggle;
£b) no fusion, no compromise, no polit
leal trading: (o) absolute working
class or proletarian _control of the
working-class or proletarian party;
{d) the recognition of the fact that
the Soclallst Party must stand pri

seanon and only secondarily for some.
thing now or for a little here and
fhere—the Immediate demand fs sim
ply an Incldent, the ultimate demand
Ix"the essentl formative and

him how to vote on any question that
ma; l"‘lll!'l’lllll)‘v
i GEO. E

BOOMER.

1 wish to add that I belleve the con-| Jenng

fidence of the
United

working class pf the
States can never be galn

i they sos us golng outside the ranks |

of the bona fide wageworkers for such |
oficers as our natlonal secretary, or
,in choosing candidates for high pnb.
lic offices. If the Socll st Purty las
not within its rank mbers of the
army of the nmh-llrill with Inteill- |
|gence sufficlent to fit them “he

hould re-

tho workers are capable of condu: ting
their own affairs. A politieal party
always refiects the immediate 1a-
I('rlli Interests of those .h() l‘ﬁ"l""
that party B

COMRADE M'DEVITT"
MENT,
To the Socialist Party of Washington
ccordance with ‘the suggestion
of the editor of “The Soclalist”
the two candidates for the office of na.
tional committeeman state their posi-
tion on national affairs, I take this op-
portunity of expressing my views.
1. First of all. the national commit-
teeman is essentially a representative
and not an executive officer, and he Is
therefore necessa und to repre.
sent his constituents. In order to do
%0, he must act In accordance with
thelr d wishes in so far |

STATE-

i "G e

The Fair Store

AT BELLINGHAM
(WHATCOM) -

Is & reliable place (o trade
a e
combined

ll.ul! m
S nats compotition, the Iron hand & e |....n- dictates
P T e,

Gty ani*Bore Elotiing o T Norcawestors

200
25 |
‘800
o

T e
Pure i tee ;'-'-.,-m-uly the best, put up on’ihe Sevbey tarm 30 i
5 u!e-

Fair imu
Courteo

The

, Emergency Sale

_All Our- New)Spnng Suits Former Value
UP to $25 b°:l$l2 85 ;

dlg FIRST ANENUB

GEO. H. WOODHOUSE & CO.

2 1409 Second Avenue |
‘Builders’;Hardware, Mechanics’ Tools
et Plumbing, Tin Work

n.lnnr What l'n-u Insurance You May Have

TALK WITH HIM

d oneichird . the

ween you ‘with a list, send
mmmmw o this office and |

Ational Cam.

an be s able to lvu:en.nln Ihnl m-w
convictions are. repre:
collective or mlljnrlly lanllmanl of
the members in lis state; he does not
represent himself or anybody less than
the party itself; his guiding rule of
conduct I8 to be sought in the sentl-
ments of his constituents, the rank
and file of the party. (In the Soclalist
Party the rank and file Includes us
all. at least In Soclallst theory; but
conditions always have given and
always will give to some Individuals
greater prominence and stronger in-
fluence than to other individuals; and,
sentimentalize as much as we please
over the nodeader idea, we must in
our saner moments recognize that cer-
tain circumstances, such as the power
of eloquence or rhetoric, the control of
the party purse or the party press, the
power of personality or diplomacy or
a vr«aominnlnx self-interest more
pregnant than f-Interest of lh!
individual mln!'. must give
of our comrades in the cause all Ih«
attributes if Iml the name and style
of “leaders.”

henever @ representative finds
himself unable o vote conscientiously
for lhn views of the members
members dictate, he lhnulﬂ resign, and
Alice the rem 0ose @ repre-
sentative who will lllnd for their
views wherever their views are ascer:
talned or ascertainable.

Hence all the actions of a national
committeeman should be subject. to
referendum. The right to the refer.
endum cannot be withlirawn from the
members ; and the right to referendum
means, as [ have always contended.
the right to demand a referendum and
the right not-to demand a referen-
dum; that is, the right not to have a
referendum_tntil the ey do demand it
The comrades should understand this
first _principle of the refererdum,
namely, that a referendum should al-
ways come from those who are going
to vote on that referendum. If you
have the right to appeal, nobody else
should have the right to appeal for
you, If you do mot wish to use your
right of appeal; it you do wish
to use this right, no one else need ap-
peal for you. A referendum by the
members, therefore, should be de-
manded by the members, as members;
a referendum by locals should be de-
manded by the locals; a referendum
by delegates should be demanded by
the delegates; & referendum by com-
mitteemen should be demanded by
committeemen. If you represent me.
for instance, I have the right to-a

on - your
acts; If [ am satisfied. 1 do not care
to have & referendum, and if I do not
demand a referendum I should not be
forced to have one, and my failure to
demand a- referendum In a ce
time shou'd be considered as positlv

My pesition, therefore, may be re-
stated In a few words: The national
committeeman Is a representative of-
ficer. His actlons are subject to a
referendum of the members of the
*tate he represents whenever the reg-
wlar number of these members shall
femand the referendum. Any acts of
* body chosen by the national commit-
tes or any acts by a portion of the
7ational committee are subject to ref-
erendum by the whole committee, and
thesa declsions of the committee are
subject to referendum by the national
membership. .

2 To come now to particulars, it
may be In place to say that I stand for
the Increats of the constitutional
powers of the rank and file, and a de-
crease of the power of the executlyes
and representatives. 1 favor every-
thing that will regulate and control
the power nt dalenuu. and that will

n:l"'dbo it mlso,
mu o e feiends. :r‘
i Campoign Ferdsanis,

v of
e e ande ol I am op

Hence
posed to consecutlve terms of office,

i mand for it by the rank and file

% nized need of th

spproval of your representative acts, |

the
| determining soul of our movemeit
swever, two Inevitable
s that whenever any
standpolnts or new
“polnts of view” comes solldly from
¢ rank and file In an irressistible
A broadening or expansion of
Jur polieysor tactics, then and pot il
{then Is the time surely ripe for the
{ oarty to modify its platform and its
| program: but such modification should
jnot come fn advance of a eclear

1 for ne

de.
and
dversally reco
mes. The second
that while I have never been any

thing else~but a proletarian waj
worker, afid while personally 1 should

{in'view of an almost u
i

|<

workers alone, still [ realize as true
that (ks (deal may have to yleld in!
places and at times to local environ
ment, a3 all ideals must adapt them

v to actual conditions, and the

rty

{able o confine itsell strictly to the
| principle of wage-workers' control, mn
ust allow Itself to ba governed,

at least, by monwageearning
warkers, 50 long as they are exploit:

od workers. But here as elsewhere
the class conflict mu lu- lhv com-
ass and the rudder the |

and ‘all ot

no mission to emancipate the workers |

from wage slavery.
4. With respect

to my views of

o | what our party platform should be

{in this state at the present time per.
wit me to refer to the Seattle or
Washington platform which we hayve
stood upon In several campaigns, and
which has seen service in many other
cities and states This platform. con-
ved and written by myselfl three
yeaTs ago, still expresses my -conclu-
‘lons. as to the best working platform
for citles and states in'the eariier
stage of thelr Soclalist development—
in that stage when education and ds
ipline I8 everything and political
cess_practically nothing, if not, :mma,
a danger.. [ am naturally glad to see
that Washington stil] retains the work.
ing or program part of that platform
Its rd in the present most
significant campaign. And if the com.
rades will permit & digression here, 1
will say that there is one easy and ob-
vious and inexitable answer to tho
shallow and inane criticism made by
President Wil and other equally vet-
cran and equally sclentific Soclalists,
such as the infallible Comrade Bergor
(who says that the Soelalists of the
Far' West are “halt baked," and. to
whom we might retort by styling him
a zwelback Soclallst, which term, in-
terpreted In Yankee language, might
be made to read “swayback,” if you
wish.) These critics say that our pro-
gram, which is simply and fundament.
ally “the interests of the working class
and the stremithening of the working
class in thelr class stro st
upon the Intelligence and the will of
the Individual ‘Soctalist in office. Why
not at{alll The Sociallst in office s
simply| the mouthplece or spokesman
of the party that elected him, and it is
liective will. of that party
elected representative what
legislation) at_any particular ‘time ls
or is not/for the Interest of the work-
Ing class. President Will and other
seemingly superficial students’ of So-
clalist polities appear to believe in al-
lowing the Indiyidual representative
or set of ves to put its

IIu' case of lllul' nm“-n:Inrllvhhlnl

ment of the

marily for the whole revolution in dus . okblze

| lnetantly

Eertaln localities may not be |

party of the ﬁxplnl(cd \mrlﬂnu class, |
or es with absolutely |

members who  wish o
the course of action of our
party must first create by education
A demand among the members for
such a change, and then these teac
ers and guldes must recognize that de.
mand and et in mecord with it
othe words, every demand for any
wignifleant in the tactics or
am of lallst Party must
from . the or heart of th
party, ms moved by economic environ
AR, han from
the head of the party
composed of prominent members who
may e simply ting unconselous
ly or cousclously thelr own personal
material interests,  The collective
mombership fx the mass (o whicl the
** should gravitate: the prom
-~nl individuals should be satellites
Soclallst sun or central body;
llu-) must not expect to be the sun

and fo swing the party around thelr
radiant
Htes,

heads as thelr shining satel

In concluglon let me say that |
¢ submit rks With any
¥iew 10 awslsting me 1o an election as
nations] committeeman. In fact, I rec.
that the tenor of these state
ats at this time may be more 1
1y A0 defeat than to elect the writer
Hut that 15 immaterial to me. as per.
sonally I do not desire the office and
in proof of my frankness, I may say
that 1 did wish 10 b elected st yer
when and 1 were the
candid; naturafly covet the

endarsement election
might Indlcate. My sole reason for ac
ting the office this year grows

out of the fact that so desided a ma
fority of the convention choss
the convention's candidate that the
irman expressly stated that he con
Ted It unnecessary to put the al
ternative proposition: and yet, if Com
i bert had not declined to take
the nomination, my name
ably n have gone befo
ventlon. Certainly 1 was surprised
when my name was placed in nomina.
d Lo see the

{tion, and 1 was ama:
)

have no fault 1o find with the prinei. | sult I then ex
ple that party should always be y of the mem.
controlled “wmd  oficered wage: | wan selected, and 1 wan

told that the sentiment seemed to be
against electing a member for a third

rm (o the same office. Hence | re-
permit my name to stand,
although | may venture the remark
that the comrades of this state have
been  well - represented by Comrade

omor, and | am convinced that if he
is d he will again serve the
lnhrrv' ts of our party fait§fully and
efficlently,

Yours for the cause that is always
right, and for the one class that, o
long as there are clisses, must always
be the right class

WILLIAM M'DEVITT.

Comrade McDevitt has introduced
#o many points that we feel !ll liberty
to comment on three of the

First. It i not clear to tis why
re-election s & bad thing for such an
officer as National commluwmn nd
@ good thing for such as lonal Sec.
retary. It is more easy m remove a

ational Committeeman If ‘he goes
wrong than a  National Secretary,
while the Secretary has far more pow.
er and far more opportunity to estab.
Il-h a dictatorial influence and set up

hine. It seems to us a good
mIL- to select the man best nllﬁl for
the place, whether it is his first or
second or third election. If hg has
nhnun l A‘Hllwlllhm to assume Mwer,
that he fs unfit for re-election.
. 18 It indeed true, when a
Soclalist official Is elected, :that his
Loeal Is better qualified to direct his
public course—that fs, to decide what
Is to the interest of the working class
~than the whole National Party?

On the contrary, we belleve that the
collective wisdom of the entire party
s nowhere more needed than in de-
ciding what Is best to be dote by a
Soclalist official under = capitalist
Bovernment.  Some excellent com.
rades have already
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who elected them in more Instances |

than one. Indeed, so many disappoint-
ments have occurred that
clallsts are beginning to be afratd
(hoy might elect their candidates.
he very latest Instance Is in' Brit.

Ilh Columblia, where the elected com-

rades had guldance very similar to
that advocated by Comrade McDevitt.
They are said to have consulted the
Executive Committee of the Party in
the Province. Yet their chief legls-
lative energles were centered on a bill
to secure “Settlers’ Rights"” for the
benefit of & small class, certainly not
wage workers, and In order to show
up the corrupt practices of the capl-
talist government.

We quote this instance, not to con-
demn these comrades, but to llus-
ll‘l!e how essential it {s that local and

own Interpretation on our program;
whereas the correct Socialist position
must always be that the.party Inter-
prots and decides, and the representa.
Uve simply executes the collective will
of the party or else gives way to some
better representative. -
sue Is this: I8 the Soclalist party
capable of knowing what is for the in-
terest of the.party for which (s stands?
If it is, then a program declaring sim-
ply and broadly for the Interests of
the working class s certainly a good
program,  If the Soclallst party Is In-
capable of saylng what is for the #n-
terest of the working class, enpu-mly
the ‘matter of

£ 5

fice under the most perplexing circum-
stances and obliged to decide, when
confronted with a multitude of meas-
ures, what is and what is not best'for
the working class, should have the
benefit of the F‘nlh‘? Party member-
ship. Our Mllonll Platform and our
Natlonal Program both indicate cer-
taln general lines of mction belleved
to be in the interest of our class.

Third. Since Comrade McDevitt re-| s

fers to the “endorsement” which he

coveted ‘last year, and since he does

not mow disclalm the acts .which he

then wished endorsed, it is fair to as-

nume that he will reg-m MR election
! a

working class In its class conflict Wllh
the capitalist class, then where shall
for such knowledge? And
rogram that allows the party
o ﬂerhh- at the very time that the leg-
Islation s up for passage Is better
than a program In futuro, or a pro-
gram by way of prophecy. all wi
look to the individual eritic or thé ln
dividual edltor, or shall we not re-
member that the two cardinal polnts
for the eyes of the Soclalist are, first,
the class struggle, and, second, that
body which stands as the representa.
tive and the executive of the organ-
ized political intelligence of the work-
Ing class: in other words, our enomy
Is the capitalist class, our liberator
is the rank ‘and file of the Soclalist
Party. @ must move side by side
with our fellows in the ranks, and face

Tho Soclalat Party should not be—
In Tact, It cannot be, even though some
of us may try to make It appear to
—more adyanced or more Intlligent
or more liberal or more opportunist
than the rank and file, the collective
mombership. My conviction s that

to f-vo against the capitalist class sys.| |

o
of b1s wetlon o ‘momber of the State
Quorum in 1903 when he refised to

yote to revoke the charter of Local|ed.

Spokane and afterward sought to ex-
plaln away the explicit mandates of
the Referendum and to allow Local

ki
Spokane (o reorganize along the old

lines.
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